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Celestial notes for 2009 

Watch for a rare stellar eclipse and a variety of International Year of 
Astronomy special events 

 
DENVER — The skies will be packed with exciting events in 2009 – the International Year of 
Astronomy, including a rare stellar eclipse starting in August, visible right here in Denver. Here are 
several key events you can see from your backyard, without telescopes or at DU’s historic Chamberlin 
Observatory.  A more complete listing is online at: www.du.edu/~rstencel/Chamberlin/skyevents.html.   
 
Winter 2009: 
 

 

VENUS rules as the primary evening star in January, shining in the 
southwestern twilight sky this winter.   ORION is rising in the east.  
MARS and JUPITER continue to hide on the far side of the Sun until later 
in the year.  SATURN hovers near LEO, rising after midnight and en 
route to becoming the evening star as winter progresses.  By March, 
Venus is quickly vanishing into the sunset glare, while ORION and 
SATURN are much higher in the east during evening. 
 
Sadly, this is not a good year for lunar or solar eclipses, at least not over 
Colorado or the western U.S.  A total solar eclipse crosses the southwest 
Pacific into China on July 21st.  The next good lunar eclipse over 
Colorado is not until December 21st, 2010.  Our next solar eclipse over 
Colorado comes on May 20th, 2012 (annular, at sunset), followed on June 
6th, 2012 by a rare transit of Venus across the Sun, visible in Colorado.   
 
Also noteworthy during winter quarter: the Mars Rovers SPIRIT and 
OPPORTUNITY that landed on Mars in January, 2004 are still working! 
 
Open House events at the University of Denver’s historic Chamberlin 
Observatory on the following Saturdays, sunset to 10 p.m. weather 
permitting: Jan. 3rd, Jan.31st and March 7th. Call (303) 871-5172.  Special 
International Year of Astronomy events are planned for Sat. Jan.31st, Sun. 
Feb. 15th and Sat. Mar.28th – see the website for details: 
www.du.edu/~rstencel/Chamberlin/index.html 
 

Spring 2009: 
 

Spring equinox occurs during early morning March 20th, Denver time, 
when the Sun crosses the celestial equator, heading north. 
 
In early April, VENUS is becoming a morning star and getting brighter 
and more prominent as spring blossoms.   ORION is beginning to tilt 
toward the southwest, signaling the end of winter.  MARS remains a dim 
morning star, rising before the Sun during spring. JUPITER like Venus 
remains an early morning star during spring.  SATURN is the prominent 
evening star high in the east. 
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Open House events at DU’s historic Chamberlin Observatory on selected 
Saturdays, sunset to 10 p.m., weather permitting: Apr. 4th, May 2nd and 
May 30th. Call (303) 871-5172 for details.  A special ‘Earth Night’ 
program is planned as part of our International Year of Astronomy events 
on April 18th- check the website for details. 
 

 
Summer 2009: 
 

 
 
Summer begins well after sunset on June 20, 2009, Denver time, when 
the sun is as far north in the sky as it will be all year. 
 
VENUS is a bright morning star all summer.  Fainter MARS passes 
brilliant Venus during mid-June, remaining a morning star all summer.  
JUPITER rises in June after midnight, but is quickly moving into the 
evening sky during later summer.  SATURN is now getting low in the 
Southwest, moving toward the Sun’s glare. 
 
Another summer highlight is the Perseid meteor shower, climaxing 
during morning hours of Aug.12, moonlight and clouds allowing.  The 
waning gibbous moon rises after midnight this year and will somewhat 
swamp the view of fainter meteors, but it’s still worth an effort to look for 
these swift streakers. 
 
Also predicted to begin in August is the once-per-27-year eclipse of the 
bright star, epsilon Aurigae – near Capella, brightest star in constellation 
Auriga, the charioteer.  Nearby stars, eta and zeta Aurigae, form a triangle 
with epsilon, known as The Kids, and these serve as good comparison 
stars as epsilon slowly dims from brighter than eta through autumn to 
fainter than zeta.  Epsilon Aur is predicted to remain dim through all of 
2010 and recovers in the first half of 2011.  Observing this is one of the 
Citizen Science goals during the International Year of Astronomy.  
Details at http://www.du.edu/~rstencel/epsaur.htm . 
 
Open House events at DU’s historic Chamberlin Observatory on the 
following Saturdays, sunset to 10 p.m. weather permitting: June 27th, July 
25th and Aug. 29th.  Call (303) 871-5172 for details.  International Year of 
Astronomy events are planned and will be announced on the website. 
 

Autumn 2009: 
 

Autumn equinox occurs on Sept. 22nd during early afternoon, Denver 
time, when the Sun appears to cross and head south of the celestial 
equator. 
 
VENUS remains a prominent morning star during September, but begins 
its move back toward the Sun in Oct and Nov, passing the sun at year’s 
end, en route toward evening star fame in early 2010.  MARS is 
brightening steadily as it nears Earth, in Leo during autumn.  JUPITER is 
the prominent evening star low in the southwest.  SATURN is lost in the 
glare of the sun during autumn, re-emerging as a morning star late in the 
year. 
 
Late in the year, winter solstice occurs on Dec. 21st during late morning, 
Denver time, when the sun is as far south as it will be in the sky this year. 
 
Open House events at DU’s historic Chamberlin Observatory on the 
following Saturdays, sunset to 10 p.m. weather permitting: Sep.26th, 
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Oct.24th, Nov.21st and Dec. TBA. Call (303) 871-5172 for details.  
Several special International Year of Astronomy events are planned 
and will be announced on the website, 
http://www.du.edu/~rstencel/Chamberlin . 

General: For a good telescopic view of these sky events, with explanations, you 
can visit the University of Denver’s Chamberlin Observatory and share 
the experience with DU astronomers and members of the Denver 
Astronomical Society. Information is available at (303) 871-5172 and 
www.du.edu/~rstencel/Chamberlin. 
 

Public Events: Public events at the University of Denver’s historic Chamberlin 
Observatory include first quarter moon viewing, weather permitting, on 
the Saturday evenings of 2009:  
     Winter: Jan. 3, Jan.31, March 7  
     Spring: Apr. 4, May 2, May 30 
     Summer: June 27, July 25, Aug. 29  
     Autumn: Sep.26, Oct. 24, Nov. 21 and Dec.TBA.  
There will be extra telescopes in addition to the 26 foot refractor for these 
special events. You can get a close-up look at the seasonal evening stars 
as an added treat! 
 
2009 has been declared by the United Nations as the International Year of 
Astronomy.  A number of special events are being planned, including the 
evenings of Jan.31st, March 28th and Apr.18th plus a special Galileo 
birthday party program, afternoon Sun. Feb.15th.  Consult the website for 
updates about these special programs: 

www.du.edu/~rstencel/Chamberlin  
 

Astronomy 
Questions? 

DU’s Womble Professor of Astronomy, Robert Stencel, is available to 
answer questions about astronomy and the many negative effects of light 
pollution. He can be reached at (303) 871-2135 or via e-mail at 
rstencel@du.edu.  DU offers astronomy classes at all levels – details 
available on our websites or by phone and email. 
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These cosmic events brought to you by: 

DU’s historic Chamberlin Observatory 
2930 E. Warren Ave, Denver CO 80208 

(4 blocks east of University, 1 block south of Evans) 
(303) 871-5172 

www.du.edu/~rstencel/Chamberlin 
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The University of Denver (www.du.edu), the oldest private university in the Rocky Mountain 
region, enrolls approximately 11,117 students in its undergraduate and graduate programs. The 
Carnegie Foundation classifies the University of Denver as a Research University with high 
research activity. 


